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Mr. WELLER changed his vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks on H.R. 2985, and that I may 
include tabular and extraneous mate-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FEENEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 334 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2985. 

b 1603 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2985) 
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. LINDER in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LEWIS) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) each 
will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I 
might consume. 

The legislative branch bill, Mr. 
Chairman, provides for $2.870 billion, 
an increase of only 1.7 percent over the 
fiscal year 2005. The bill represents a 
$270 million reduction from the budget 
request. 

Mr. Chairman, although we did not 
agree on every item on this bill, we 
worked very closely with the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) to 
produce a bipartisan bill for the legis-
lative branch. I want to thank all the 
committee members for their contribu-
tions in putting this bill together. 

While small in size, this is the bill 
that funds the work of the Congress, 
and it is a bill that we all can be very 
proud of. 

The bill includes funding for the op-
erations of the House and several joint 
items, the Capitol Police, the Compli-
ance Board, the Congressional Budget 
Office, the Architect of the Capitol, the 
Library of Congress, the Government 
Printing Office, the General Account-
ability Office, and the Open World 
Leadership Program. 

There will be no reductions in the 
current workforce. 

The bill provides for all personnel 
cost-of-living increases and all other 
pay-related costs. 

The bill also was reported out of the 
full committee on a voice vote. 

The Capitol Visitor Center is funded 
at the cost-to-complete level of $36.9 
million. The bill does not include fund-
ing for CVC operating expenses. 

The bill establishes an Inspector Gen-
eral for the Capitol Police. The bill ter-
minates the mounted horse unit and 
transfers the horses and equipment to 
the U.S. Park Service. 

As part of an amendment in the full 
committee, I offered, and the com-
mittee adopted, the Continuity in Rep-
resentation Act at the Speaker’s re-
quest. This bill has passed the House 
twice, and just recently, the vote in 
March was 329 to 68. 

Mr. Chairman, this is a good bill and 
one that benefits the entire legislative 
branch. Ultimately, this is the bill that 
reflects the work of the House. We are 
all in this together, Mr. Chairman, and 
because of that, I feel very strongly 
that this legislation should have the 
support of the entire House. 
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